National Association of State
Controlled Substances Authorities

Save the Date for NASCSA's
42n Annual Conference

Mark your calendar! It's hard to believe that
plans are well underway for our 42nd annual
conference taking place at the Holiday Inn-
By-The Bay in Portland, Maine October
26-29, 2026.

We have some exciting plans for this year’s
conference so check the website on a
regular basis for updates. Conference and
Hotel Registration information is already
available online. Please submit your
conference registration and book your hotel
early to reserve a room. The room rate is
$229 per night plus tax and can be made
here. No deposit is required with your room
reservation.

The Program Committee has been hard at
work already with some exciting sessions
and workshops planned throughout the
week on a wide variety of topics. A
preliminary agenda is available here and will
be finalized in the coming months so stay
tuned.

Travel Scholarships Now
Available

Travel scholarship applications and
instructions to attend this year's 42nd
Annual Conference on October 26-29, 2026
in Portland, Maine are now available online.

To accommodate agencies that may require
additional time to receive out of state travel
approval, the Membership Committee, with
approval of the Executive Committee, has
changed the deadline to apply to June 26,
2026, with applicants to receive notification
in late July. We strongly encourage regular
members to consider applying. Up to six
travel scholarships will be awarded.

May 21, 2026

i
President's Message

Dear NASCSA Members and Friends:

I hope this message finds you well. As we
move further into the year, | want to thank
each of you for your continued dedication to
the critical work of controlled substance
regulations. The environment in which we
operate continues to evolve rapidly, and
your efforts are more important than ever.

With new regulations and emerging
challenges across the controlled substances
arena, NASCSA remains committed to
supporting you. Our committees have been
working hard—reviewing policy
developments, identifying key issues, and
developing resources to help you navigate
these changes effectively. Their work
reflects the strength and collaboration of our
membership.

In recent news, NASCSA's Executive
Committee met in late March at an in-person
meeting where we revised a number of
important operational policies, discussed a
number of initiatives important to the
organization, and worked on developing a
multi-year strategic plan to ensure the
continued success of the organization for
years to come. Additionally, | wanted to also
update everyone that Kari Shanard-
Koenders, who served as NASCSA's Policy
& Communications Director for the past 18
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More information is found here.

Resolutions/Bylaws
Committee Seeks Ideas for
Consideration

The Resolutions/Bylaws Committee is
seeking input from members on potential
resolutions for consideration at the business

meeting that will take place at the 42d
Annual Conference. Below are deadlines
pursuant to NASCSA's Bylaws:

July 31, 2026 — deadline to submit
proposed Bylaw changes

August 29, 2026 — deadline to submit
proposed Resolutions

A copy of the resolution process can be
found here.

NASCSA’s Executive
Committee Holds Its Midyear
Meeting

NASCSA's Executive Committee held their
in-person midyear meeting in Charleston,
South Carolina, the site of the 2028 annual
conference that will take place Oct. 23-26,
2028, 2028 at the Francis Marion Hotel.
Although the Executive Committee meets
monthly, the in-depth two-day meeting
focuses on NASCSA's priorities for the
coming years including the development of
a strategic plan for the organization.

months, recently submitted her resignation
as she has decided to follow her passion
and run for statewide office in her home
state of South Dakota. Kari ‘s father served
as Senate Majority Leader for 10 years and
she will be following in his footsteps by
running for State Senator. We wish Kari the
very best and know that she will do great
things (and not a bad thing she knows a
great deal about controlled substances and
pharmacy issues!) At the present time, the
Executive Committee has elected not to fill
the vacancy, however if there is a pressing
matter of interest to our members, we will
certainly ensure that your voice is heard.

| encourage you to take full advantage of
NASCSA's educational offerings. Our
webinars provide timely and practical
insights on current topics, and our podcast
features engaging discussions with experts
and colleagues from across the field. These
are valuable opportunities to stay informed
and connected.

| also want to remind you about our Annual
Meeting this October in Portland, Maine.
This is always a highlight of the year and an
excellent opportunity to learn, network, and
collaborate in person. Please be sure to
reserve your hotel accommodations early,
as rooms sold out quickly last year and we
expect high demand again.

Warm Regards,

Eric Griffin, President

NASCSA Exhibits at NABP’s
Annual Meeting

NASCSA's Executive Director Kathy Keough
attended the National Association of Boards

of Pharmacy 122" annual meeting in
Boston where she attended a number of
educational sessions and also staffed an
exhibit table to increase NASCSA's visibility
to the more than 500 attendees at the
meeting. Numerous members of NASCSA
were in attendance as well as several
sponsors and it proved to be an excellent
networking opportunity to inform members
about our upcoming annual conference as
well as the benefits of membership and
sponsorship.
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Reminder - Dues Time is Here
— Check Your In-Box

Dues notices were distributed to all
members on May 15, 2026 so please check
your in-box. Please note that dues run from
July 1, 2025-June 31, 2026 and must be
paid in order to apply for travel scholarships,
vote on association matters, and take
advantage of other member benefits. This
electronic invoice can be paid securely with
a credit card or forwarded electronically to
your accounts payable department. If you
need a duplicate invoice or are unsure of the
status of your membership, please contact
the office at 617-347-1455 or
kathykeough@nascsa.org.

Medetomidine in the U.S.
Illegal Fentanyl Supply and
Severe Withdrawal Syndrome

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), in conjunction with the
White House Office of National Drug Control
Policy (ONDCP), has issued a Health
Advisory to notify public health
professionals, clinicians, laboratorians, and
people at risk for overdose about increasing
reports from U.S. jurisdictions detecting
medetomidine in the illegal drug supply and
a severe withdrawal syndrome due to
medetomidine exposure.

The Advisory is available here:
https:/lwww.cdc.gov/han/php/notices/han
00527.html

State News:

Medical Spas

NABP Task Force to Convene
on Virtual Manufacturers

At last week’s meeting of the National
Association of Boards of Pharmacy a
resolution passed regarding virtual
facilities. The Resolution reads:
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Indiana SB 282 — Enacted March 5 and
effective July 1, defines and restricts
compounding practices, requiring bulk drug
substances to meet strict sourcing and
testing standards, and compliance with FDA
and United States Pharmacopeia (USP)
guidelines. The Board of Pharmacy has
primary authority to investigate the sourcing,
storage, labeling, handling, and
compounding, and medical spas must
register with the Medical Licensing Board*
beginning on January 1, 2027, which must
maintain a public database of registered
facilities.

Opioids

Ohio SB 137 — Enacted March 10 and
effective June 9, requires hospitals to
provide overdose reversal drugs, including
naloxone, to patients after an opioid
overdose or related condition, unless a
clinician deems it inappropriate or the
patient refuses. The bill also requires
hospitals to give patients instructions on
using the medication, information on opioid
use disorder treatment options, and harm
reduction strategies.

Prescribing Practices

Wyoming SF 19 — Enacted March 4 and
effective July 1, expands legal ways to
administer epinephrine to include auto-
injectors and nasal sprays, and provides
liability immunity for administration in good
faith. The bill also requires the Board of
Medicine to collaborate with the boards of
nursing and pharmacy to adopt and
implement relevant rules.

South Dakota HB 1099 — Enacted March
10 and effective July 1, reclassifies
crystalline polymorph psilocybin as a
Schedule IV controlled substance, legal for
medicinal use, if approved by the FDA.

Federal News:

Executive Order Signed on
Psychedelic Drugs

On April 18, President Trump issued an
EO, “Accelerating Medical Treatments for
Serious Mental lliness,” that instructs the
FDA to expedite reviews for psychedelic
drugs, such as psilocybin, ibogaine, LSD
and MDMA, and, if deemed safe and
effective to treat conditions like post-

“NABP will convene a work group to
recommend amendments to the Model Act
that include creating virtual-specific license
requirements for manufacturers and
wholesale distributors and specific
requirements for a facility that does not
physically possess drugs, while also
considering whether designated
representatives should be licensed.”

Webinar Spotlight: June 30, 3
p.m. ET

New Treatments Are Coming—
Preparing States for Prescription
Psychedelic Medicines

With the President’s recent executive order
accelerating federal action on psychedelics,
states are facing a rapidly shifting
landscape. This timely webinar breaks down
what’'s happening now—and what's coming
next—in the emerging prescription
psychedelic industry.

Attendees will get an inside look at the
current drug-development pipeline, evolving
federal priorities, and the policy decisions
states must prepare for as psychedelic
therapies move closer to potential FDA
approval. The session also explores patient
perspectives, clinical research trends, and
the regulatory considerations that will shape
how these treatments are integrated into
care.

As momentum builds at the national level,
now is the moment for state leaders,
regulators, and healthcare stakeholders to
get ahead of the curve. Don’'t miss this
essential briefing on one of the most
consequential treatment frontiers in modern
medicine.

Due to the high level of interest in this topic,
this webinar will be open to non-members
as a one-time courtesy pass. We encourage
all non-members to explore becoming a
NASCSA member or sponsor to gain
ongoing access to our full slate of webinars
on emerging and trending
controlled-substance issues.

To register for the June 30th webinar and
other upcoming programs click here.
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traumatic stress disorder, green-light them
through the agency’s new fast-tracked
approval process. The order also requires
HHS to allocate $50 million to advance
research into psychedelics through the
Advanced Research Projects Agency for
Health (ARPA-H). The order, however, does
not immediately call for the rescheduling of
any drugs, currently designated as Schedule
1 controlled substances.

CDC Director Nominated

On April 16, President Trump nominated
Erica Schwartz, MD, JD, MPH for CDC
Director, a position that has been vacant
since August 2025, with NIH Director Jay
Bhattacharya filling in as interim. Dr.
Schwartz, a retired rear admiral in the U.S.
Public Health Service Commission Corps,
served as Deputy Surgeon General from
2019-2021.

ONDCP Releases the 2026
National Drug Control
Strategy

The Office of National Drug Control Policy
has released the 2026 National Drug
Control Strategy. The document includes
several references to counterfeit drugs and
online purchase of medications. To
read/download the full report click here.

Interested in Running for
Office?

The NASCSA Nominating Committee is
seeking dedicated NASCSA members
interested in serving in leadership positions
for the organization. There will be one
Member at Large position open

to replace Stella Bailey (North Carolina) who
is completing her term and is not eligible for
reelection. Members at Large are elected for
a two-year term and may not serve more
than two full terms consecutively.

It is the responsibility of the Executive
Committee (comprised of Officers and
Members at Large) to carry on the business
of NASCSA. The Executive Committee meet
by conference call once a month and meets
at the NASCSA annual meeting and for a
mid-year meeting. Executive Committee
members are expected to serve on at least
one committee. Regular communication
between the Board and NASCSA staff is

Mark Your Calendars for Our
Future Conference Dates!

2026 Conference — October 26-29, 2026 —
Holiday Inn By the Bay — Portland, Maine

2027 Conference — October 18-21, 2027 —
Hotel Albuquerque Old Town — Albuquerque,
New Mexico

2028 Conference — October 23-26, 2028 —
Francis Marion Hotel, Charleston, South
Carolina

\
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Brinks DEA Consulting LLC delivers
unmatched expertise in DEA compliance.
Our consultants have decades of
experience as former DEA diversion
investigators who have spent their careers
drafting regulations, interpreting, applying,
and enforcing the Controlled Substances
Act. Our experience gives clients the rare
advantage of true insider understanding. We
help DEA registrants navigate complex DEA
regulations with confidence, offering
practical, affordable, actionable guidance
grounded in how compliance actually works
in the field. When you partner with Brinks
DEA Consulting, you gain seasoned
specialists who know the system from the
inside out, and who are dedicated to
protecting your business and your DEA
registration. Our experience gives clients the
confidence to navigate issues related to the
CSA with ease. Brinks DEA Consulting
LLC is delighted to partner with the National
Assaociation of State Controlled Substances
Authorities (NASCSA) as a gold sponsor.

Free Continuing Education for
Pharmacists & Technicians on
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conducted via email. Members of the
Executive Committee do not receive
compensation for their service. They may be
reimbursed for travel expenses for in-person
meeting or other meetings as required.

If you are interested in submitting a
nomination for the Member at Large
position, please indicate your interest by
email and include a biographical sketch and
photo of the person you are nominating
(self-nominations are welcome).

Nominations can be submitted to
kathykeough@nascsa.org

Important Notice: Updates on
Our Communication Methods

NASCSA utilizes the Constant Contact
platform to send out various important
updates and communications. This includes
information on webinars, presentations,
podcasts, and newsletters that are vital to
our collective mission and efforts.

To better serve you, the communications
through the platform are sent from the
following domain name:
nascsa.ccsend.com. However, we have
become aware that certain organizations'
firewalls may not recognize this domain
name, which may prevent the emails from
being delivered successfully.

To ensure that you receive all our
communications promptly, we kindly request
that you grant permission for emails from the
domain nascsa.ccsend.com to pass
through your organization's firewall. This will
help ensure that you stay informed about all
the latest developments, resources, and
opportunities available to you through our
organization.

Thank you for your attention to this matter
and for your continued support and
engagement. Should you have any
guestions or require assistance with this
process, please do not hesitate to contact
John Gadea, Webmaster at
Johngadea@nascsa.org

Join the Conversation!

We are pleased to announce that the
National Association of State Controlled

Improving Prescription
Monitoring Program (PMP)
Data

Take advantage of this free ACPE-
accredited educational opportunity providing
one (1) hour of continuing education (CE)
for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians.
This program, developed in partnership with
NASCSA and 12 prescription monitoring
program (PMP) administrators, analyzes the
importance and value of complete, accurate
data reported by dispensers to PMPs. This
CE assesses the impact of intentional or
non-intentional data entry errors and data
omissions on patient safety. It also
discusses the downstream impacts of the
data reported to the PMP by a pharmacy on
clinical decision-making processes and
assists the pharmacy team in identifying and
implementing changes in their practice
setting to improve PMP data integrity. If you
received credit for this CE prior to 10/20/25,
this CE opportunity is available to you again
to participate in and receive credit.

Visit https:/ice.talemhealth.com/a/LPMBS
F

Helpful Resource:

The Federation of State Medical Boards
(FSMB) maintains free, public legislative
trackers for a myriad of legislative topics
impacting the regulation and practice of
medicine that may be of interest including:
artificial intelligence, board authority,
board structure and function, continuing
medical education, gender-affirming
care, Interstate Medical Licensure
Compact, IMGs, license portability,
licensure pathways for internationally
trained physicians, occupational
licensing reform, pain management,
physician sexual misconduct,
reproductive care, and telemedicine.

Sponsorships Available

NASCSA relies on the generous support
from its sponsors to keep the organization
strong. If you are interested in becoming a
sponsor, please find additional information
here. If you are a current sponsor, thank you
for your support! We kindly request current
sponsors renew your sponsorship as soon
as possible.
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Substances Authorities (NASCSA) has
launched additional social media resources.

If you are on Facebook, Linkedin,
Instagram, and or X, please follow us, join
the conversation and share with your
colleagues.

Did You Know?

To get a quick look at upcoming committee
meetings, webinars, conferences and other
events check out our events calendar on our
website here.

Note that increasing your sponsorship level
to Gold or Platinum allows for an increase in
the number of participants who can attend
the annual conference.

Scam Alert

We were recently made aware that a
phishing attempt was recently identified from
an individual purporting to represent
NASCSA as the "lead accountant”
responsible for collecting unpaid or
outstanding balances.

NASCSA does not employ such an
individual and anyone reaching out on
behalf of NASCSA would do so via their
@nascsa.org email address, so always
check who is actually sending the email.

NASCSA in the Media

Follow NASCSA on Linkedin, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.

00000

Have you listened to our NASCSA Podcasts?

Listen to a NASCSA Podcast

Contact NASCSA Staff

kathykeough@nascsa.org

Kathy Keough

Executive Director

johngadea@nascsa.org

John Gadea
Webmaster

or visit our website at www.nhascsa.org
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Create a great offer by adding words like "free," "personalized," "complimentary,” or
"customized." A sense of urgency often helps readers take action, so consider inserting phrases
like "for a limited time only" or "only 7 remaining!"
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