National Association of State
Controlled Substances Authorities

NASCSA PMP Administrators
Assist DEA by Providing Data
to Help Establish Aggregate
Production Quotas

The National Association of State Controlled
Substances Authorities (NASCSA) is
pleased to report that once again. State
Prescription Monitoring Program
Administrators (PMP) have assisted the US
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) by
providing data to DEA that assists in
establishing aggregate production quotas
(APQ) for certain drugs as required by
Congress.

Arecord 34 states and territories provided
this information which exceeds the number
of states/territories providing this information
in 2024. NASCSA was highlighted
extensively in the proposed rule found here
and worth a read.

DEA is required under the Controlled
Substances Act (CSA) to establish
aggregate production quotas (APQ) for each
basic class of controlled substance in
schedules | and Il, and the list | chemicals
ephedrine, pseudoephedrine, and
phenylpropanolamine, to be manufactured
to provide for the estimated medical,
scientific, research, and industrial needs of
the United States, for lawful export
requirements, and for the establishment and
maintenance of reserve stocks.

“Since 2021, NASCSA has played a pivotal
role in DEA’s ability to comply with these
statutory requirements and we value our
partnership with DEA,” said NASCSA
President Eric Griffin. “NASCSA alongside
our valued PMP administrators continue to
work closely to ensure the public health and
demonstrate the value of PMP’s in the
country.”
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0
President’'s Message

Dear NASCSA Members and Partners,

Thank you for giving me the honor and
privilege of leading NASCSA in 2025-2026.
We have come a long way over the past 40
years, and as we begin the new year, we
are poised to continue growing, leading, and
excelling.

We've just wrapped up a fantastic Annual
Meeting in New Orleans, marked by record-
breaking attendance. Check out photos from
the conference here. The excitement
doesn’t stop there — we're already
preparing for next year in Portland, Maine
October 26-29, 2026 with the Program
Committee in consultation with the
Executive Committee along with the
Education and Controlled Substances
Committee working on this year’s program
The energy, engagement, and collaboration
across our organization is incredible, and
the future of NASCSA has never looked
brighter.

Warm Regards,

Eric Griffin, President
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A copy of the final rule is found here.

Interested in Running for
Office?

The NASCSA Nominating Committee is
seeking dedicated NASCSA members
interested in serving in leadership positions
for the organization. There will be one
Member at Large position open

to replace Stella Bailey (North Carolina) who
is completing her term and is not eligible for
reelection. Members at Large are elected for
a two-year term and may not serve more
than two full terms consecutively.

It is the responsibility of the Executive
Committee (comprised of Officers and
Members at Large) to carry on the business
of NASCSA. The Executive Committee meet
by conference call once a month and meets
at the NASCSA annual meeting and for a
mid-year meeting. Executive Committee
members are expected to serve on at least
one committee. Regular communication
between the Board and NASCSA staff is
conducted via email. Members of the
Executive Committee do not receive
compensation for their service. They may be
reimbursed for travel expenses for in-person
meeting or other meetings as required.

If you are interested in submitting a
nomination for the Member at Large
position, please indicate your interest by
email and include a biographical sketch and
photo of the person you are nominating
(self-nominations are welcome).

Nominations can be submitted to
kathykeough@nascsa.org

Important Notice: Updates on
Our Communication Methods

NASCSA utilizes the Constant Contact
platform to send out various important
updates and communications. This includes
information on webinars, presentations,
podcasts, and newsletters that are vital to
our collective mission and efforts.

To better serve you, the communications
through the platform are sent from the
following domain name:
nascsa.ccsend.com. However, we have
become aware that certain organizations'

Save the Date for NASCSA’s
420d Annpual Conference

Mark your calendar! It's hard to believe that
plans are well underway for our 42nd annual
conference taking place at the Holiday Inn-
By-The Bay in Portland, Maine October 26-
29, 2026.

We have some exciting plans for this year’s
conference so check the website on a
regular basis for updates. Conference and
Hotel Registration information is already
available online. Please submit your
conference registration and book your hotel
early to reserve a room. The room rate is
$229 per night plus tax and can be made
here. No deposit is required with your room
reservation.

The Program Committee has been hard at
work already with some exciting sessions
and workshops planned throughout the
week on a wide variety of topics. An agenda
should be available in the next few months
so stay tuned.

Travel Scholarships Now
Available

Travel scholarship applications and
instructions to attend this year's 42nd
Annual Conference on October 26-29, 2026
in Portland, Maine are now available online.

To accommodate agencies that may require
additional time to receive out of state travel
approval, the Membership Committee, with
approval of the Executive Committee, has
changed the deadline to apply to June 13,
2026, with applicants to receive notification
on or before July 11, 2026. We strongly
encourage regular members to consider
applying. Up to six travel scholarships will be
awarded.

More information is found here.

Resolutions/Bylaws
Committee Seeks Ideas for
Consideration

The Resolutions/Bylaws Committee is

seeking input from members on potential
resolutions for consideration at the business
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firewalls may not recognize this domain
name, which may prevent the emails from
being delivered successfully.

To ensure that you receive all our
communications promptly, we kindly request
that you grant permission for emails from the
domain nascsa.ccsend.com to pass
through your organization's firewall. This will
help ensure that you stay informed about all
the latest developments, resources, and
opportunities available to you through our
organization.

Thank you for your attention to this matter
and for your continued support and
engagement. Should you have any
guestions or require assistance with this
process, please do not hesitate to contact
John Gadea, Webmaster at
Johngadea@nascsa.org

DEA Extends Remote
Prescribing Waiver

The Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) has
extended COVID-19 telemedicine
flexibilities, for the fourth time, through
CY2026, allowing providers to remotely
prescribe controlled substances via audio-
video telehealth without a prior in-person
visit, provided certain conditions are met.
This move ensures continued access to
care for conditions like mental health or
substance use disorders while permanent
rules are developed.

Cheri Oz appointed Assistant
Administrator of DEA’s
Diversion Control Division

Cheri Oz was recently appointed as the
Assistant Administrator (AA) of the Diversion
Control Division at DEA. In this role, AA Oz
serves as the principal advisor to the DEA
Administrator on all matters pertaining to the
regulation and coordination of programs
associated with safeguarding the controlled
prescription drug (CPD) and listed chemical
supply chain. Her responsibilities include
authorizing the handling of CPDs and listed
chemicals for 2.2 million registrants;
coordinating major pharmaceutical and
chemical diversion investigations; drafting
and promulgating regulations; establishing
drug production quotas; and conducting
lisison and outreach with  industry,

meeting that will take place at the 42nd
Annual Conference. Below are deadlines
pursuant to NASCSA's Bylaws:

July 31, 2026 — Proposed Bylaw changes
must be submitted
August 29, 2026 — Proposed Resolutions
must be submitted

A copy of the resolution process can be
found here.

Check Out Our Upcoming
Webinars

The Education Committee is hard at work
developing a wide range of webinars that
will be offered to members/sponsors
throughout the year. Webinars are open to
all NASCSA members and limited to two
attendees per member organization.
Upcoming webinars:

» March 3, 2026 at 3:00 pm ET —
Illuminating the Dark Web

« March 10, 2026 at 3:00 pm ET —
From Click to Consequence: Alliance
for Safe Online Pharmacies (ASOP)
Evidence-Based Approach to Online
Pharmacy Safety

Many of our recent webinars are also
available for viewing on our YouTube
channel. Webinars are typically posted
several months after webinars initially take
place in order to provide a valuable resource
for our members.

To register for any of our webinars visit our
website here. Note, webinars are solely
open to members and sponsors.
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intergovernmental, and law enforcement
partners.

In 1996, AA Oz began her law enforcement
career with the Phoenix Police Department
as a Patrol Officer and Field Training Officer.
Later, she made Detective and was
assigned to the Organized Crime Bureau
and Vice Enforcement Unit. In 2002, AA Oz
joined the ranks of DEA as a Special

Agent. The full bio is found here.

Sara Carter Appointed
Director of the White House
Office of National Drug
Control Policy

By a 52-48 vote, United States Senate

confirmed Sara Carter as the 10! Director
of the White House Office of National Drug
Control Policy, a position also referred to as
the “Drug Czar.” Director Carter was
nominated by President Trump to help lead
the administration’s fight against illicit drugs
and the drug cartels.

Director Carter brings extensive knowledge
and field experience to ONDCP, having
worked as an investigative journalist
exposing the cartels and mapping the drug
trafficking routes along the United States-
Mexico border.

New Study Finds Two-Thirds
of Americans View Online
Medicine Purchases as Risky

The Alliance for Safe Online Pharmacies
(ASOP) Global Foundation’s 2025 survey
found that 66% of adults in the United
States consider purchasing medications
online risky. The survey also revealed that
consumers are more cautious when
purchasing medications online, with 91% of
consumers saying that they verify licensure
of the website where they purchase
medications at least some of the time and
73% of consumers saying they consider it
very important to purchase from US-licensed
pharmacies. However, ASOP Global also
found that misinformation is growing. View
the survey results here.
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PDMP Ecosystems

By Kari Shanard-Koenders, RPh, MSJ

In early July 2024, the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS), through
the Office of the National Coordinator for
Health Information Technology (ONC)*
released the Health Data, Technology, and
Interoperability: Patient Engagement,
Information Sharing, and Public Health
Interoperability HTI-2 proposed rule for
public comment. The HTI-2 proposed rule
focused on a goal of advanced
interoperability and improved information
sharing among patients, providers, payers,
and public health authorities. There were
proposals in HTI-2 with unacceptable PDMP
provisions.

As you know, NASCSA, in collaboration with
NABP’s PMPi Steering Committee Federal
Affairs Subcommittee submitted public
comments expressing concerns with the
PDMP portions of HTI-2 proposal and
requested that the PDMP components be
wholly removed. Further, NABP requested a
hearing with the White House Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) to reiterate
concerns with the rulemaking. This call was
held on December 9, 2024. NABP,
NASCSA, and several state PMP
administrators/directors participated in the
call. OMB listened to the provided testimony
and did not respond to any of the questions
or comments.

ASTP/ONC published a portion of the HTI-2
Final Rule on December 16, 2024. This
partial finalization of the HTI-2 did NOT
include the provisions relating to PDMPs.
On December 17, 2024, ASTP/ONC
finalized a second part of the rulemaking,
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Reminder - Dues Time is
Right Around the Corner —
Check Your In-Box

Dues notices will be sent to all members in
mid-late May with ongoing reminders as
necessary. Please note that dues run from
July 1, 2025-June 31, 2026 and must be
paid in order to apply for travel scholarships,
vote on association matters, and partake in
other member benefits. This electronic
invoice can be paid securely with a credit
card or forwarded electronically to your
accounts payable department. If you need a
duplicate invoice or are unsure of the status
of your membership, please contact the
office at 617-347-1455 or
kathykeough@nascsa.org.

NASCSA Committees Are
Seeking New Members

Want to get involved with NASCSA and
contribute to our organization? There are
several active committees where your time,
skills and ideas can make a valuable
contribution. See a listing of current
committees and members here. Committees
typically meet for one hour every 4-6 weeks.
To serve on a committee, an individual must
be a regular member.

Thank You To All Our
Sponsors!

We would like to thank all of our current
sponsors that help NASCSA grow and
provide the quality programming on
important issues related to controlled
substances, prescription monitoring
programs and emerging topics.

Platinum:

Bamboo
Compass Pathways
Janssen Pharmaceuticals
Definium Therapeutics
MindMed

Gold:
Braeburn

Guidepost Solutions
Leap Orbit

now identified as HTI-3 Final Rule. Again,
this did NOT include the provisions relating
to PDMPs but hinted at a forthcoming HTI-4
proposal.

On July 31, 2025, ASTP/ONC finalized the
Health Data, Technology, and
Interoperability: Electronic Prescribing, Real
-Time Prescription Benefit and Electronic
Prior Authorization HTI-4 Final Rule. This
also did not include PDMP provisions from
HTI-2.

On December 29, 2025, HHS published a
Withdrawal of the remaining HTI-2 including
the portion related to PMP interoperability.
HHS also published ASTP/ONC
Deregulatory Actions to Unleash Prosperity
proposed rule or HTI-5 which did not include
provisions related to PMP interoperability. It
proposes a new climate of fewer
regulations, burden reduction, streamlining,
and Al-enabled interoperability. This is likely
very positive for PDMPs.

The withdrawal of the HIT-2 PMP
interoperability proposals is a big win for
NASCA member states as the HTI-2 PDMP
proposals had included questionable
provisions which would have been
expensive to create and maintain. The
proposal suggested that discrete data
potentially be housed differently, shared
without state authorization, and gave
vendors (not state PDMP programs) control
of their data. Further, the ASTP/ONC
proposed bi-directional queries of PDMP
systems, potential changes in ASAP
standards, and no funds to implement same.
These are just a few reasons why it was
judicious that portions of HTI-2 proposed
rule, related to PDMP interoperability, were
not promulgated.

Thank you to NABP'’s leadership and
collaboration on this.

Mark Your Calendars for Our
Future Conference Dates!

2026 Conference — October 26-29, 2026 —
Holiday Inn By the Bay — Portland, Maine

2027 Conference — October 18-21, 2027 —
Hotel Albuquerque Old Town — Albuquerque,
New Mexico



mailto:kathykeough@nascsa.org
https://nascsa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Committee-assignments-2025-2026-1-21-2026-3.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29683/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-protecting-care-access
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/laws-regulation-and-policy/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-electronic-prescribing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/12/29/2025-23890/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-patient-engagement-information-sharing-and-public-health
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-23896.pdf

Walgreens
Silver:

Albertsons
Cardinal Health
Cubex
CVS Health
DisposeRx
Faegre Drinker
Global Pharmacy Reserve
Healthcare Distribution Alliance
Hyman, Phelps & McNarma
IQVIA
Kroger
LogiCoy
McKesson
Morris & Dickson
Mutual Drug
National Association of Boards of Pharmacy
Pfizer
State License Servicing, Inc.

For more information on sponsorship
opportunities and benefits click here.

Sponsorships Available

NASCSA relies on the generous support
from its sponsors to keep the organization
strong. If you are interested in becoming a
sponsor, please find additional information
here. If you are a current sponsor, thank you
for your support! We kindly request current
sponsors renew your sponsorship as soon
as possible.

Note that increasing your sponsorship level
to Gold or Platinum allows for an increase in
the number of participants who can attend
the annual conference.

Join the Conversation!

We are pleased to announce that the
National Association of State Controlled
Substances Authorities (NASCSA) has
launched additional social media resources.

If you are on Facebook, Linkedin,
Instagram, and or X, please follow us, join
the conversation and share with your
colleagues.

Did You Know?

2028 Conference — October 23-26, 2028 —
Francis Marion Hotel, Charleston, South
Carolina

\

Sponsor
Spotlight

RY

Solving the problem of drug safety

At DisposeRx, we believe a safer future
starts at home. For nearly a decade,
DisposeRx has been committed to making
safe medication disposal simple, accessible,
and effective. At the heart of our work is a
mission to reduce the very real risks of
unused medications—before harm occurs.
We’'re not just offering a product—we’re
championing change. From in-home
disposal solutions to broader take-back
efforts, every method plays a role. What
matters most is that action is taken—and
that safe disposal becomes second nature
for everyone.

Together, we're building healthier homes,
stronger communities, and a safer world.
For more information visit
https://disposerx.com/.

Free Continuing Education for
Pharmacists & Technicians on
Improving Prescription
Monitoring Program (PMP)
Data

Take advantage of this free ACPE-
accredited educational opportunity providing
one (1) hour of continuing education (CE)
for pharmacists and pharmacy technicians.
This program, developed in partnership with
NASCSA and 12 prescription monitoring
program (PMP) administrators, analyzes the
importance and value of complete, accurate
data reported by dispensers to PMPs. This
CE assesses the impact of intentional or
non-intentional data entry errors and data
omissions on patient safety. It also
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To get a quick look at upcoming committee
meetings, webinars, conferences and other
events check out our events calendar on our
website here.

discusses the downstream impacts of the
data reported to the PMP by a pharmacy on
clinical decision-making processes and
assists the pharmacy team in identifying and
implementing changes in their practice
setting to improve PMP data integrity. If you
received credit for this CE prior to 10/20/25,
this CE opportunity is available to you again
to participate in and receive credit.

Visit https:/ice.talemhealth.com/a/lLPMBS
F

Industry News:

Compass Pathways Files Investigational
New Drug Application -

Compass Pathways plc (Nasdaq: CMPS), a
biotechnology company dedicated to
accelerating patient access to evidence-
based innovation, today announced in a
press release that the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) has accepted its
Investigational New Drug (IND) application
for COMP360, enabling the initiation of a
late-stage clinical trial in patients with PTSD.
A copy of the full press release is found
here.

MindMed rebrands to Definium
Therapeutics - Earlier this year MindMed
announced that it has rebranded to Definium
Therapeutics. According to Definium
Therapeutics the new name. The official
press release can be found here.

NASCSA in the Media

Follow NASCSA on Linkedin, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.

00000

Have you listened to our NASCSA Podcasts?

Listen to a NASCSA Podcast

Contact NASCSA Staff

kathykeough@nascsa.org

johngadea@nascsa.org
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Kathy Keough John Gadea
Executive Director Webmaster
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