National Association of State
Controlled Substances Authorities

Save the Date for NASCSA's
Annual Conference 2025!

Mark your calendar! It’s hard to believe that
our 41st annual conference taking place at
the Renaissance New Orleans Arts Hotel in
New Orleans, Louisiana October 20-23,
2025 is only two months away!

The conference program is located here.

Additional details:

Hotel - Unfortunately the room block at the
Renaissance New Orleans Art Hotel is full
however we have made alternative
arrangements for attendees and will be
closely monitoring. Please check the
conference website here.

Conference Registration - Please make
sure to submit your conference
registration as soon as possible.

Business Meeting - The Business Meeting
agenda is available here. Regular members
are reminded to attend all meetings and to
make certain you are present for the roll call
to establish a quorum. All attendees are
welcome and encouraged to attend.

Code of Conduct - Please review the code
of conduct for all NASCSA events here.

Frequently Asked Questions - A FAQ is

August 20, 2025

i

President's Message

As we look ahead to our 2025 Annual
Conference in New Orleans, scheduled for
October 20-23, | want to personally invite
you to join us for what promises to be an
engaging and informative event. This is a
fantastic opportunity to connect with
colleagues, share best practices, and stay
informed on the latest developments in
controlled substances regulation.

In the meantime, don’t forget to explore
NASCSA’s ongoing educational
opportunities, including our webinars and
podcast series—valuable resources to keep
you informed year-round.

We look forward to seeing you in New
Orleans!

Warm regards,

Eric Griffin
President, NASCSA
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available here.

Resolutions and Proposed
Bylaws for Consideration at
the Business Meeting

The business meeting will include
consideration of several proposed
resolutions as well as a change to the

bylaws that are listed below and will also be
available on our website.

Proposed Bylaw Change - found here.

Proposed Resolutions:

Proposed Resolutions Statement of
Purpose found here.

Resolution 2025-01 - A Resolution in
Support of State Prescription Monitoring
Programs (PMPs) and in Opposition to any
Initiatives to Duplicate or Replace PMPs.

Resolution 2025-02 - A Resolution
Encouraging the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) to conduct an eight-
factor analysis of Kratom

Resolution 2025-03 - A Resolution
Endorsing the Enactment of Legislation
Entitled the Cooper Davis and Devin Norring
Act of 2025

Resolution 2025-04 - A Resolution
Recognizing Mark Keeley

Resolution 2025-05 - A Resolution
Recognizing Janet Hart

Resolution 2025-06 - A Resolution
Recognizing Mary Sutphen

We encourage attendees to review the
proposed bylaw change and resolutions
thoroughly in advance of the business
meeting and sign up for our upcoming Town
Hall webinar where all will be discussed in
detail in order to minimize the length of the
business meeting.

Join the Conversation!

We are pleased to announce that the
National Association of State Controlled
Substances Authorities (NASCSA) has
launched additional social media resources.

Communications Director
Update

NABP AND NASCSA Collaborate to
Comment to the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid (CMS) Request for
Information (RFI)

By Kari Shanard-Koenders, RPh., MSJ

NASCSA, in collaboration with NABP’s PMPi
Steering Committee Federal Affairs
Subcommittee, recently submitted public
comments on CMS’s request for information
(RFI) Regarding the Query of Prescription
Drug Monitoring Program (PDMP) Measure
within the FY2026 Hospital IPPS Proposed
Rule.

The requirements in consideration for
proposal required PDMP checks on e-
prescribed controlled substances in
hospitals and critical access hospitals (CAH)
with a goal of integrating PDMP access into
e-prescribing. This was reviewed as part of
performance-based measures.

While integrations of PDMP data into
Electronic Health Records (EHR’s) have
progressed significantly in recent years in
many states, others lack the resources to
have 100% integration into all hospitals and
CAH's EHR’s. We further commented on the
fact that these are separate systems, and
this may be a barrier to patient care.

The final rule
https://lwww.cms.gov/medicare/payment/
prospective-payment-systems/acute-
inpatient-pps/fy-2026-ipps-final-rule-
home-page#CMS-1833-F was published on
August 4, 2025 and appears to have not
included any changes to the PDMP as
performance-based measures based upon
the RFI.

Recently, another RFl on CY 2026 Payment
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If you are on Facebook, Linkedin,
Instagram, and or X, please follow us, join
the conversation and share with your
colleagues.

Check Out Our Upcoming
Webinars

The Education Committee has been hard at
work developing several timely and
informative webinars for our members.

Upcoming webinars include the following:

e September 9, 2025 at 3:00 pm ET -
The Role of Social Media in the
Opioid Crisis

e September 15, 2025 at 3:00 pm
ET — 2025 NASCSA Town Hall

e September 30, 2025 at 3:00 pm
ET — Responding to Emerging Public
Health Priorities Related to Controlled
Substances

e December 2, 2025 at 3:00 pm ET —
Diversion in Veterinary Clinics —
Sometimes It's the Wild Wild West
and What Regulatory/Law
Enforcement Agencies Need to Know

Many of our recent webinars are also
available for viewing here on our YouTube
channel. Our webinars are typically posted
several months after webinars initially take
place in order to provide a valuable resource
for our members.

To register for any of our webinars visit our
website here. Note, webinars are solely
open to members and sponsors.

NASCSA Committees Are
Seeking New Members

Want to get involved with NASCSA and
contribute to our organization? There are
several active committees where your time,
skills and ideas can make a valuable
contribution. See a listing of current
committees and members here. We have a
particular need for additional members for
our Controlled Substances Committee,
Education Committee, and Information
Technology Committee. Committees
typically meet for one hour every 4-6 weeks.
To serve on a committee, an individual must
be a regular member.

Policies under the Physician Fee Schedule
and Other Changes to Part B Payment and
Coverage Policies; Medicare Shared
Savings Program Requirements; and
Medicare Prescription Drug Inflation Rebate
Program was published on https://public-
inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-
13271.pdf (RFI for PDMP begins on page
1040). Comments are due on September 12,
2025.

Nominations for Officers
and Board Members Sought

The NASCSA Nominating Committee
(comprised of Chair Alan McGill and
President Eric Griffin) is seeking members
interested in serving in leadership positions
for the organization. There are currently
several openings on the board: President,
Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer and two
Members at Large positions.

If you are interested in submitting a
nomination for the President, Vice President,
Secretary/Treasurer, or Member at Large
positions, please indicate your interest by
email and include a biographical sketch and
photo of the person you are nominating
(self-nominations are welcome).

Nominations can be submitted to
kathykeough@nascsa.org

Thank You To All Our
Sponsors!

We would like to thank all of our current
sponsors that help NASCSA grow and
provide the quality programming on
important issues related to controlled
substances, prescription monitoring
programs and emerging topics.

Platinum:

Bamboo
Compass Pathways
Janssen Pharmaceuticals
MDScripts
MindMed

Gold:

Braeburn
Guidepost Solutions
Tyler Technologies

Walgreens
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It's Not Too Late - Free CE
Available for
Pharmacists/Technicians on
PMP Data Integrity

Take advantage of this free ACPE
accredited educational opportunity providing
one hour of continuing education for
pharmacists and pharmacy technicians. This
program, developed in partnership with
NASCSA and 12 prescription monitoring
program (PMP) administrators, analyzes the
importance and value of complete, accurate
data reported by dispensers to PMPs and
assesses the impact of intentional or non-
intentional data entry errors and data
omissions on patient safety.

The CE program also discusses the
downstream impacts of pharmacy-reported
PMP data on clinical decision-making
processes and help pharmacy staff identify
and implement changes that can be made in
their practice setting to improve PMP data
integrity. Visit
https://ce.talemhealth.com/a/HLQIJS and
spread the word!

Did You Know?

To get a quick look at upcoming committee
meetings, webinars, conferences and other
events check out our events calendar on our
website here.

Silver:

Albertsons
Cardinal Health
Cubex
CVS Health
Faegre Drinker
Healthcare Distribution Alliance
Hyman, Phelps & McNarma
IQVIA
Kroger
Logicoy
McKesson
Morris & Dickson
Mutual Drug
National Association of Boards of Pharmacy
Pfizer

For more information on sponsorship
opportunities and benefits click here.

Hyman,Phelps
& McNamarasc

www.hpm.com

www.fdalawblog.net

\
Sponsor
Spotlight

Phelps & McNamara, PC

Hyman,

Their faces may be more recognizable than
their names to NASCSA members. Hyman,
Phelps & McNamara (“HPM”) Director John
Gilbert regularly provides his highly
anticipated Legislative, Regulatory and
Case Law Update at NASCSA'’s annual
conference. HPM Directors Karla Palmer
and Larry Houck are also frequent
presenters and participants in NASCSA
programs including the annual conference
and association webinars. Larry serves on
NASCSA’s Resolutions and Bylaws
Committee and its Controlled Substances
Committee. He received the association’s
coveted President’'s Award in 2018

It is no coincidence because HPM has been
a longtime supporter and sponsor of
NASCSA. HPM has counselled, advised,
and represented clients nationwide on
federal and state legal and regulatory issues
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involving controlled substances,
prescriptions drugs and regulated precursor
chemicals since 1980. HPM, a boutique law
firm of forty-four attorneys and nine
regulatory experts in Washington, D.C.,
specializes in food, drug, cosmetic and
medical device issues. HPM also assists
clients with state licensing, compounding,
and cannabis/marijuana issues. Best
Lawyers ranks HPM an FDA Law “Tier 1”
law firm.

To learn more about HPM, visit the firm’s
website at https://hpm.com/ and make sure
to sign up for its award-winning FDA Law
Blog (https://www.fdalawblog.net/) that
provides updates on controlled substance
and other drug legislative and regulatory
developments and attend its timely periodic
webinars.

NASCSA in the Media

Follow NASCSA on Linkedin, Twitter, Facebook and YouTube.

00DO®O

Have you listened to our NASCSA Podcasts?

Listen to a NASCSA

Podcast

Contact NASCSA Staff
g
Kari Shanard-Koenders John Gadea
Kathy Keough Policy & Communications Webmaster
Executive Director Director

or visit our website atwww.nascsa.org
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