National Association of State

Controlled Substances Authorities

Save the Date for
NASCSA's Annual
Conference 2025!

Mark your calendar! It’s hard to
believe that plans are well underway
for our 41st annual conference
taking place at the Renaissance
New Orleans Arts Hotel in New
Orleans, Louisiana October 20-23,
2025.

We have some exciting plans for
this year’s conference so check the
website on a regular basis for
updates. Meanwhile, a preliminary
conference program has been
posted to give you a flavor of some
of the many exciting speakers and
topics we have planned.
Conference and Hotel Registration
information is already available
online. Please submit your
conference registration and book
your hotel early as our room block is
already starting to fill up!

The Business Meeting agenda is
available here and a preliminary
agenda is here. A final agenda
posted in the next 4-6 weeks.

The 2026 Conference will take place
October 26-29, 2026 - in Portland,
Maine.

May 12, 2025

President's Message

Dear NASCSA Members and Partners,

It is with great enthusiasm that | invite you to join us
for the 2025 NASCSA Annual Conference,
October 20-23, 2025 in the vibrant city of New
Orleans, Louisiana.

This year’s conference promises to be one of our
most dynamic yet. As always, it will serve as an
invaluable forum for sharing insights, exploring
emerging issues in controlled substances regulation,
and strengthening the partnerships that are so vital
to our mission. Whether you are a longtime member
or attending for the first time, you will find
opportunities to learn, collaborate, and contribute to
the important work we do across states and
agencies.

New Orleans offers a unique and energetic backdrop
for our gathering. In addition to robust educational
sessions and timely policy discussions, there will be
plenty of chances to network with colleagues while
enjoying the rich history, culture, and cuisine of this
iconic city.

Please mark your calendars and stay tuned for more
details in the coming months. | look forward to
seeing you in October as we continue to advance
NASCSA'’s mission and support our shared
commitment to public health and safety.

| would also like to take this opportunity to thank all
our committee members who meet throughout the
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Travel Scholarships
Available

Travel scholarship applications and
instructions to attend this year's
41st Annual Conference on October
20-23, 2025 in New Orleans,
Louisiana are now available online.

To accommodate agencies that may
require additional time to receive out
of state travel approval, the
Membership Committee, with
approval of the Executive
Committee, has changed the
deadline to apply to June 13, 2025,
with applicants to receive
notification on or before July 11,
2025. We strongly encourage
regular members to consider
applying. Up to six travel
scholarships will be awarded.

More information is found here.

Sponsorships Available

NASCSA relies on the generous
support from its sponsors to keep
the organization strong. If you are
interested in becoming a sponsor,
please find additional information
here. If you are a current sponsor,
thank you for your support! We
kindly request current sponsors
renew your sponsorship as soon as
possible. Note that increasing your
sponsorship level to Gold or
Platinum allows for increased
participation to the annual
conference.

Dues Time is Right
Around the Corner -
Check Your In-Box

Dues notices will be sent to all
members in mid-late May with
ongoing reminders as necessary.
Please note that membership run
from July 1, 2025-June 31, 2026
and must be paid in order to apply
for travel scholarships, vote on
association matters, and partake in
other member benefits.

year and give their time and expertise to the
organization. If you are interested in joining a
committee please let us know.

Finally, the Executive Committee met in late March
in Portland, Maine (the site of our 2026 conference)
for its midyear meeting. This intensive two-day
meeting focused on the development of a strategic
plan that we will be rolling out later this summer.

Warm regards,

Eric Griffin
President, NASCSA

Policy & Communications Update

Kari Shanard-Koenders, Policy & Communications
Director

NASCSA, NABP, Bamboo, and many PMP
Administrators collaborated to create comments for
telemedicine proposed rules, Docket DEA-407 — RIN
1117-AB40 — Special Registrations for Telemedicine
and Limited State Telemedicine Registrations. This
rule establishes three types of Special Registrations
for prescribing controlled substances (CS) based
upon type of prescribing and business model.
Telemedicine Prescribing Registration, Advanced
Telemedicine Prescribing Registration (may
prescribe Cll), and Telemedicine Platform
Registrations for businesses established for
prescribing and dispensing CS. The DEA is aware
that this is important to prescribing and dispensing
ecosystems; however, there are some provisions
that have the potential to create unintended
consequences for prescribers, pharmacies, and
PDMP’s. While the proposal does not directly affect
PDMP programs, many would need to enhance data
sharing, as three years into the implementation,
prescribers with the special registration would be
required to conduct a fifty-state PDPM search.

While the proposed rule has the potential of
enhancing the ability of a pharmacist to fulfill their
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This electronic invoice can be paid
securely with a credit card or
forwarded electronically to your
accounts payable department. If you
need a duplicate invoice or are
unsure of the status of your
membership, please contact the
office at 617-347-1455 or
kathykeough@nascsa.org.

Check Out Our Upcoming
Webinars

The Education Committee has been
hard at work developing a number
of timely and informative webinars
for our members. Upcoming
webinars include the following:

e June 5, 2025 at 1:00 pm ET
— An Insider’s View on
Washington, DC — An
Overview for state
Policymakers, Controlled
Substances Authorities and
Prescription Monitoring
Programs (PMP’s) and
Beyond

e July 17, 2025 at 3:00 pm ET
— Is the Future Formulated?
Compounding of Controlled
Substances in 2025

e August 13, 2025 at 3:00 pm
ET — The Shifting Landscape
of Ketamine Availability and
Nonmedical Use in the United
States

o September 9, 2025 at 3:00
pm ET — The Role of Social
Media in the Opioid Crisis

o September 15, 2025 at 3:00
pm ET — 2025 NASCSA Town
Hall

Many of our recent webinars are
available for viewing here on our
YouTube channel. Our webinars
are typically not posted for several
months after they initially take place
in order to provide a valuable
resource for our members.

To register visit our website here.
Note, webinars are solely open to
members and sponsors.

Conference 2026-2027
Dates Announced - Mark

corresponding responsibility when filling controlled
substance prescriptions issued via telehealth, which
NASCSA and NABP supports, there are provisions
that may create operational challenges or place
undue burden on pharmacists or prescribers that
were outlined in our comments found here.

The DEA has received 6745 comments, and the
comment period is now closed.

The proposed rules and comments may be found
here.

NASCSA’s Executive Committee held their in-person midyear
meeting in Portland, Maine, the site of next year’s annual
conference that will take place Oct. 26-29, 2026 at the
Holiday Inn by the Bay. Although the Executive Committee
meets monthly, the in-depth two-day meeting focuses on
NASCSA:’s priorities for the coming years including the
development of a strategic plan for the organization.

Seeking Nominations for Officers
and Board Members

The NASCSA Nominating Committee is seeking
dedicated NASCSA members interested in serving
in leadership positions for the organization. There
are currently several openings on the board:
President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer and
two Members at Large positions.

Officers - Currently the officers are: President -
currently held by Eric Griffin (Ohio); Vice President -
currently held by Sid Seal (Mississippi), and
Secretary/Treasurer - currently held by Melissa
DeNoon (South Dakota). All are completing their first
two-year term but are eligible to run for a second
term.

Members at Large — there will be two vacancies for
Members at Large to replace Rodrick Marriott
(Connecticut) and Jason Slavoski (Delaware) who
are completing their terms and will are not eligible to
run for another term. Members at Large are elected
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Your Calendars

NASCSA is pleased to announce
dates and locations for the 2026
and 2027 annual conference, so
please mark your calendars:

2026 Conference — October 26-29,
2026 — Holiday Inn by the Bay,
Portland, Maine

2027 Conference — October 18-21,
2027 — Hotel Albuquerque Old
Town — Albuquerque, New Mexico

NASCSA Committees Are
Seeking New Members

Want to get involved with NASCSA
and contribute to our

organization? There are several
active committees where your time,
skills and ideas can make a valuable
contribution. See a listing of current
committees and members here. We
have a particular need for additional
members for our Controlled
Substances Committee, Education
Committee, and Information
Technology Committee. Committees
typically meet for one hour every 4-6
weeks. In order to serve on a
committee, an individual must be a
regular member.

DEA Urges Pharmacists
to Practice Vigilance to
Confront Rising
Electronic Prescription
Fraud

DEA is warning health care
providers of an emerging trend in
which hackers are fabricating
electronic prescriptions, or e-scripts,
for controlled substances. Due to
vulnerabilities in the e-script
software, hackers steal doctor’s
DEA registration numbers to
produce fraudulent electronic
prescriptions that are distributed
nationwide.

DEA has released a public safety
video discussing the role of
pharmacists, physicians, and its

for a two-year term and may not serve more than
two full terms consecutively.

It is the responsibility of the Executive Committee
(comprised of Officers and Members at Large) to
carry on the business of NASCSA. The Executive
Committee meets by conference call approximately
monthly, serve on one committee and meet one time
a year in person. Regular communication between
the Board and NASCSA staff is conducted via email.
Members of the Executive Committee do not receive
compensation for their service. They may be
reimbursed for travel expenses for the in-person
meeting or other meetings as required.

If you are interested in submitting a nomination for
the President, Vice President, Secretary/Treasurer,
or Member at Large positions, please indicate your
interest by email and include a biographical sketch
and photo of the person you are nominating (self-
nominations are welcome).

Nominations can be submitted to
kathykeough@nascsa.org

Several NASCSA Members Receive
Leadership Awards from NABP

NABP has announced the recipients of the 2025
NABP Leadership Awards that will be presented at

this week’s 1215t Annual Meeting. Each year, the
Association presents awards to individuals who
have worked with unwavering dedication to ensure
NABP’s continued service to the regulation of
pharmacy practice and to the state boards of
pharmacy in protecting public health.

This year’s leaders include the following: Jenni Wai
(Ohio), MBA, RPh, recipient of the 2025 John F.
Atkinson Service Award and Caroline D. Juran
(Virginia), BSPharm, DPh (Hon), recipient of the
2025 Lester E. Hosto Distinguished Service
Award. Congratulations!

Prescription Monitoring Program
(PMP) Data Sought From States in
Setting Aggregate Production
Quotas (APQ) Estimates for 2026

Once again the National Association of State
Controlled Substances Authorities (NASCSA) is
partnering with the U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) to encourage states to provide
data to DEA in order to establish aggregate
production quotas (APQ) for each basic class of
controlled substance in schedules | and Il, and the
list | chemicals.
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own agency in combatting this
issue. The bureau encourages
reviewing its “Pharmacist’s Guide
to Prescription Fraud” brochure
and other resources on this topic.

We Need Your News!

We would love to hear more from
our members about news from your
state, territory or district, or industry
news of importance. Please pass
this information along to Kathy
Keough Keough, Executive Director
at kathykeough@nascsa.org.

\

Sponsor
Spotlight

> Guidepost

Guidepost Solutions is a leader in
domestic and international
investigations, compliance
solutions, monitoring, and security
and technology consulting.

Our DEA Regulatory Compliance
practice is made up of nationally
respected, multi-disciplinary experts
including former DEA attorneys and
compliance experts, Diversion
Investigators, and Special Agents.
Our experts can outline the
appropriate steps to ensure
compliance with the regulatory
requirements of a DEA registration
and help avoid the financial and
reputational risk that can result from
noncompliance, including potential
enforcement actions. We have
successfully worked with our clients
to establish compliance programs
that have withstood the scrutiny of
DEA.

NASCSA has worked with DEA since 2021 to
encourage states to participate in this important
initiative. Last year DEA received aggregated data
from 30 states, one territory, and the District of
Columbia. Please see a related resolution on this
topic that was adopted at the 2024 annual
meeting here.

DEA has indicated that letters to states will be
distributed shortly and requests that responses be
sent from state PMP administrators no later

than June 1, 2025.

Attaching a copy of the formal letter to
NASCSA along with a copy of the letter to be
distributed to state PMP administrators.

It's Not Too Late - Free CE Available
for Pharmacists/Technicians on PMP
Data Integrity

Take advantage of this free ACPE accredited
educational opportunity providing one hour of
continuing education for pharmacists and pharmacy
technicians. This program, developed in partnership
with NASCSA and 12 prescription monitoring
program (PMP) administrators, analyzes the
importance and value of complete, accurate data
reported by dispensers to PMPs and assesses the
impact of intentional or non-intentional data entry
errors and data omissions on patient safety.

The CE program also discusses the downstream
impacts of pharmacy-reported PMP data on clinical
decision-making processes and helps pharmacy
staff identify and implement changes that can be
made in their practice setting to improve PMP data
integrity. Visit
https://ce.talemhealth.com/a/HLQIJS

NASCSA in the Media
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Follow NASCSA on Linkedin, Twitter, and YouTube.

DO®

Have you listened to our NASCSA Podcasts?

Listen to a NASCSA

Podcast

Contact NASCSA Staff
Kathy Keough John Gadea
Executive Director Webmaster

or visit our website atwww.nascsa.org
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