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Save the Date for
NASCSA's Annual
Conference 2025!

Mark your calendar! It’s hard to
believe that plans are well underway
for our 41st annual conference
taking place at the Renaissance
New Orleans Arts Hotel in New
Orleans, Louisiana October 20-23,
2025. We have some exciting plans
for this year’s conference so check
the website on a regular basis for
updates. Conference and Hotel
Registration information is already
available online.

The 2026 Conference will take place
October 26-29, 2026 - in Portland,
Maine.

DEA Issues Updated
Drugs of Abuse Guide

The U.S. Drug Enforcement
Administration has released
the 2024 edition of Drugs of Abuse,
A DEA Resource Guide, which is
designed to be a reliable resource
on the most commonly used and
misused drugs in the United States.
Released on a periodic basis, Drugs

President's Message
 
Dear NASCSA Members and Partners,

As 2024 came to an end, and as we began a new
year, like so many others I took a moment to reflect
on our collective efforts and accomplishments in
safeguarding public health and ensuring the
responsible use of controlled substances across our
states. 

Last year was filled with both challenges and
triumphs, and through it all, the dedication and
collaboration of our members have been nothing
short of inspiring. Whether we are addressing the
ongoing opioid crisis, implementing innovative
solutions to combat substance misuse, or supporting
regulatory efforts at the state and federal levels,
each of you has played an essential role in
strengthening our mission.

I want to extend my sincerest thanks to each of you
for your tireless work and commitment. It is because
of your dedication that NASCSA continues to be a
leader in ensuring the safe and effective
management of controlled substances. I also want
to recognize the invaluable partnerships we have
forged within our stake holders — together, we are
making a lasting impact.

As we begin 2025 it is important to remember to
take moments to care for ourselves so that we can
continue to support those who rely on our expertise
and leadership in the new year. I look forward to
working alongside you in 2025 as we continue to
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of Abuse provides important
science-based information about the
harms and consequences of drug
use, describing a drug’s effects on
the body and mind, overdose
potential, origin, legal status, and
other key factors. 

In addition, the guide outlines U.S.
drug regulation, including drug
scheduling and chemical
controls. The 2024 edition updates
the 2022 Drugs of Abuse publication
with the most current information on
new and emerging trends in drug
misuse and abuse, including
fentanyl, methamphetamine,
marijuana concentrates, vaping,
stimulant drugs, and fake pills.       
Because education plays a critical
role in preventing substance abuse,
this comprehensive guide is
intended as a tool not just for
medical practitioners and law
enforcement officials, but also for
educators, families, and
communities.  Drugs of Abuse also
offers a list of additional drug
education and prevention resources,
including the DEA
websites: www.DEA.gov, www.get
smartaboutdrugs.com for
parents, www.justthinktwice.gov  
for
teens, www.campusdrugpreventio
n.govfor colleges and universities,
and www.operationprevention.co
m for school and work curriculum.
For more information and to view
the 2024 Drugs of Abuse resource
guide in both English and Spanish,
visit www.getsmartaboutdrugs.co
m/publications.

NASCSA Committee
Announcements
 
NASCSA President Eric Griffin
created a number of committees
that have been appointed and will be
meeting throughout the year on a
variety of projects. Committee
members, who are comprised of
volunteers from member states and
associate members, are the
backbone of the organization. For a
list of committee members click
here. 

​If you are interested in volunteering
to serve on a committee, please

advance NASCSA’s mission and vision.
We are poised and ready for 2025 with you all by our
side. 

Warm regards,

​Eric Griffin
President, NASCSA

​Policy & Communications Update

Kari Shanard-Koenders, Policy & Communications
Director

As you may know, NASCSA, in collaboration with
The National Association of Board of Pharmacy's
(NABP) PMPi Steering Committee Federal Affairs
Subcommittee, submitted public comments
expressing concerns with the PDMP portions of
HHS/ONC’s HTI-2 proposed rulemaking and
requested that the PDMP components of the
proposed rule be wholly removed. In July, the ONC
was renamed Assistant Secretary for Technology
Policy/Office of the National Coordinator for Health
Information Technology hereafter referred to
ASTP/ONC.

NABP requested a hearing with the OMB to reiterate
our concerns with the rulemaking. This call was held
on December 9th. NABP, NASCSA, and several
state PMP administrators/directors participated in the
call. OMB listened to the provided testimony and did
not respond to any of the questions or comments. 

ASTP/ONC published part of the  HTI-2 final
rulemaking on December 16. This partial finalization
of the HTI-2 rulemaking did NOT contain the
provisions relating to PDMPs.

On December 17, 2024, ASTP/ONC published a
second part of the rulemaking, now identified
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contact the office.

Have You Checked Out
NASCSA's New
Website?
 
Thanks to the tireless efforts of the
team at MDScripts, NASCSA has a
new website that offers even more
resources for members/sponsors
including state profiles. Please take
a few minutes to visit our new
website at www.NASCSA.org and
check out your individual state
profile for any corrections/updates
that may need to be made.

NASCSA Webinars

NASCSA Education Committee
works throughout the year to offer
programming via various webinars
that are offered to members.

Below is a listing of upcoming
webinars:
Registration for each of the
upcoming webinars is found here. 

January 16, 2025 at 3:00 pm
ET – Non Federally
Controlled Drugs of Concern
– Coming to a Neighborhood
Near You?
February 18, 2025 at 3:00 pm
ET – Use of Stimulants in the
treatment of Attention Deficit
Disorder and Beyond 
March 11, 2025 at 3:00 pm
ET – Pharmaceutical
Homicide: Do We Need a
New Category of Controlled
Substances?

Registration links can be found
here. Regular members and
sponsors are encouraged to
circulate information about the
webinars to others within their
respective organizations.

​Note: Attendance is exclusively
limited to members and sponsors.

Drug Diversion Misuse
Brochure Available

as HTI-3. Again, this finalized portion of the
rulemaking did NOT contain the provisions relating
to PDMPs.

The exclusion of the PDMP provisions in these
partial rulemaking finalizations is generally positive
news for the states; however, the agency is planning
to publish "HTI-4" in March. 

https://www.mdscripts.com/
https://nascsa.org/
https://www.nascsa.org/webinars
https://nascsa.org/webinars/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/17/2024-29683/health-data-technology-and-interoperability-protecting-care-access


 
The drug diversion misuse brochure
produced by Scripps Safe that lists
commonly misused controlled
substances as well as non-federally
scheduled drugs is now available
online here.

We Need Your News!
 
We would love to hear more from
our members about news from your
state, territory or district, or industry
news of importance. Please pass
this information along to Kathy
Keough Keough, Executive Director
at kathykeough@nascsa.org.

Have You Checked Out
NASCA’s YouTube
Channel?

NASCSA maintains its own
YouTube Channel where a select
number of our webinars are
uploaded several months after they
take place. Quite a few webinars
were uploaded recently uploaded,
so please visit the YouTube channel
while you are there! More
information is found here.

Important Membership
News

Dues Notices will be sent
electronically by the end of May.
Please note that invoices be paid
securely by credit card or members
can download the invoice for
payment by their accounts payable
department. More information will be
sent in the next several months
however if you have any questions
please contact the office at 617-347-
1455 or
kathykeough@nascsa.org. 

2024 Annual Conference Recap

The 40th annual conference took place in October in
beautiful Greenville, South Carolina which offered a
terrific venue for the meeting. In addition to a record
attendance from over 38 states as well as industry
leaders, there were representatives from a variety of
federal agencies including the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) as well as the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).
Presentations are posted online and can be
found here.
 
We would like to offer our deep appreciation of this
year’s sponsors who recognize the value of
partnership with NASCSA. A complete listing of
sponsors is located here.
 
Highlights of the 2024 conference include the
following:

Election of Officers:
 
The following slate of officers and executive
committee members were approved at this year's
conference:
 

Eric Griffin (OH) -President
Sidney Seal (MS) - Vice President
Melissa DeNoon (SD) - Secretary/Treasurer
Jason Slavoski (DE) - Member at large
Rodrick Marriott (CT) - Member at large
Stella Bailey (NC) - Member at large
Haley Winans (MI) – Member at large
Alan McGill (PA) - Chair of the Executive
Committee

 
Contact information and Biographies of the
Executive Committee are found here.
 
Adoption of Resolutions:
 
The membership voted to approve five resolutions at
the annual conference:
 

Resolution 2024-01 –  A Resolution in
Support of Prescription Monitoring Programs
Resolution 2024-02 – PMP DEA Quota
Reports
Resolution 2024-03 – A Resolution in Support
of the Adequate Control of Certain
Substances of Abuse
Resolution 2024-04 – A Resolution in Support
of Updating the Model PMP Act
Resolution 2024-05 – A Resolution
Recognizing Kari Shanard-Koenders
Resolution 2024-06 – A Resolution
Recognizing Kevin Borcher

Copies of these resolutions as well as all resolutions
adopted by NASCSA's members can be found here.
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​Guidepost Solutions is a leader in
domestic and international
investigations, compliance
solutions, monitoring, and security
and technology consulting. Our
mission is to navigate the intricate
challenges our clients face,
delivering strategic solutions that
are not only effective but also
ethically grounded.

In the highly regulated
pharmaceutical industry, our
company offers a range of expert
solutions designed to address
critical needs and mitigate potential
risks. Our robust drug diversion
program and policy development
expertise ensures strict compliance
with the Controlled Substances Act
(CSA) and Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR), safeguarding
your operations against legal and
reputational challenges that can
arise from enforcement actions.
With a proven track record in the
field, we understand the intricacies
of regulatory compliance and
provide tailored solutions to protect
your pharmaceutical enterprise.

Our DEA Regulatory Compliance
practice is made up of nationally
respected, multi-disciplinary experts
including former DEA attorneys and
compliance experts, Diversion
Investigators, and Special Agents.
Our experts can outline the
appropriate steps to ensure
compliance with the regulatory
requirements of a DEA registration
and help avoid the financial and
reputational risk that can result from
noncompliance, including potential
enforcement actions. We have
successfully worked with our clients
to establish compliance programs
that have withstood the scrutiny of
DEA. Learn more

2024 President's Award
Recipient Recognized

 
At the 2024 annual conference, the President's
Award was presented to Machelle Neal, Principal,
Regulatory Consulting Services for IQVIA U.S.
Compliance Solutions Group (formerly
BuzzeoPDMA). Ms. Neal currently manages and
oversees the US Compliance Regulatory Consulting
Group and provides subject matter expertise to the
industry and the health care community in the areas
of the Controlled Substance Act, Prescription
Drug Marketing Act and more specifically, state
pharmacy and wholesale distribution regulatory
issues. Ms. Neal was recognized for her years
serving as a presenter at NASCSA's conference and
for her contributions as a member of the Program
Committee. For a full bio click here.

2024 Bill Ward Education Award
Recipient Recognized

 
Chelsea Townsend was the recipient of the 2024 Bill
Ward Education Award which recognized an
individual who has gone above and beyond to
volunteer for NASCSA. Chelsea Townsend is the
Director of the Prescription Monitoring Program
(PMP) for South Carolina. She graduated from the
South Carolina College of Pharmacy in 2015 with a
Doctor of Pharmacy degree.

Upon graduation, Chelsea began her career at Rite
Aid and later served as a pharmacy manager at
Walgreens. In these roles, she focused on direct
patient outcomes through Medicare MTM, various
immunization initiatives, and assisting with naloxone

https://guidepostsolutions.com/
https://nascsa.org/awards/


at guidepostsolutions.com/ protocol procedures.

In 2021, Chelsea joined the South Carolina
Department of Health and Environmental Control’s
Bureau of Drug Control, where she began her
current role as PMP Director.
Chelsea is actively involved in numerous national
and state-level organizations, including NASCSA,
PMIX, the RxCheck Governance Board, the PMPi
Steering Committee, and the SC Opioid Emergency
Response Team. She holds leadership positions in
many of these organizations, such as co-chair of the
NASCSA PMP Data Integrity Subcommittee and the
NASCSA PMP FHIR Subcommittee.

Additionally, Chelsea serves as chair of the
NASCSA Education Committee, vice-chair of PMIX,
chair of the PMIX Education Committee, vice-chair of
the PMIX Technical Architecture Subcommittee, and
Chair of the RxCheck Governance Board. She is
also an active member of the NASCSA PMP
Committee.

NASCSA in the Media

Follow NASCSA on Linkedin, Twitter, and YouTube. 

 
    

 

Have you listened to our NASCSA Podcasts? 

Listen to a NASCSA
Podcast

Contact NASCSA Staff​

kathykeough@nascsa.org

Kathy Keough
Executive Director

johngadea@nascsa.org

John Gadea
Webmaster

or visit our website at www.nascsa.org

N.A.S.C.S.A | 276 SW Lake Forest Way | Port St. Lucie, FL 34986 US
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