
ILPMP & 
the Opioid Alternative 

Pilot Program



Illinois 
Compassionate 
Use of Medical 
Cannabis Pilot 

Program Act

In August 2013, Illinois became the 20th state to 
authorize a program for the cultivation and 

dispensing of cannabis for medical purposes

Illinois Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis 
Pilot Program Act (effective 1/1/2014)- Initial pilot 
program to provide access to medical cannabis for 

qualifying patients

Currently 37 states; plus Washington DC, Puerto Rico, 
Guam, and US Virgin Islands have enacted medical 

cannabis legislation



History of 
Cannabis 

Legislation in 
Illinois

Jan 1 2014

PA 098-0122 Enacted 
1/1/2014

• Authorized Medical 
Cannabis Pilot Program; 
sunset 6/30/2018

July 21 2014

PA 099-0775 Enacted 
7/21/2014

• Added seizure disorders 
to the definition of 
“debilitating condition”

• Allows persons under 
age 18 to apply for a 
medical cannabis 
registration card

June 30 2016

PA 099-519 Enacted 
6/30/2016

• Extended the pilot 
program through June 
30, 2020

• Added PTSD to the 
definition of “debilitating 
condition” and added a 
terminal illness eligibility 
category

Jan 8 2018

PA 100-0660 Enacted 
8/1/2018

• Ashley’s Law – Allows 
caregivers of minor 
registered patients to 
administer medical 
cannabis on school 
property

Aug 28 2018

PA 100-1114 Enacted 
8/28/2018

• Established the OAPP

• Provisional access to 
dispensaries for medical 
cannabis patient 
applicants

• Removed fingerprinting 
requirements and 
eliminated disqualifying 
criminal offenses

June 25, 2019

PA 101-0027 Enacted 
1/1/2020

• Cannabis Regulation and 
Tax Act

• Legalization of 
recreational Cannabis

• Possession of up to 30 
grams immediately legal



Opioid 
Alternative Pilot 

Program
(OAPP)

• Develop and implement systems and processes to enroll qualified Illinois 
adults into the OAPP

• Educate stakeholder groups (physicians, dispensaries, qualifying patients, 
local health departments, law enforcement) about OAPP

• Ensure quality and satisfaction of OAPP

Program Strategies

• Increase in number of physicians who report an increase in knowledge 
and awareness about OAPP

• Increase in number of physicians who submit an OAPP PC for a qualifying 
patient

Short-term Outcomes

• Increased knowledge and awareness about OAPP across all stakeholder 
groups

• Increased number of physicians who report awareness about OAPP and 
encourage qualifying patients to enroll in OAPP

Intermediate Outcomes

• Decreased overdoses related to opioid prescription drugs

Long-term Outcomes



Opioid 
Alternative Pilot 

Program

General 
Provisions

Qualifying patients

• Patient has a current prescription for an opioid, OR patient could be prescribed an 
opioid based on generally accepted standards of care

• Must be 21 or older at the time of registration

• No caregiver provisions for OAPP

• Cannot have a Commercial Driver’s License or School Bus Permit

OAPP Physician Certification is valid for 90-day registration period

Patient limited to 2.5 ounces of medical cannabis every 14-days.

No dual registration in OAPP and MCPP

After 90-day registration period, qualifying patients can register again

Patients with a qualifying debilitating condition may apply for MCPP





Opioid 
Alternative Pilot 

Program

Partners and 
Stakeholders

Licensed Prescribers

• Must be licensed to 
practice in Illinois 
and hold a valid 
Illinois Controlled 
Substances License 
at the time of 
issuing the 
Prescriber 
Certification

Licensed 
Dispensaries

• Sale of medical 
cannabis to 
registered patients

Certified Local Health 
Departments

• Qualifying patient 
may visit a LHD to 
register for OAPP

• Prescriber 
education about 
OAPP



Illinois Cannabis 
Tracking System



(410 ILCS 130/62)
Sec. 62.

Opioid Alternative 
Pilot Program

"Upon receipt of a written certification under the Opioid Alternative 
Pilot Program, the Department of Public Health shall electronically 
forward the patient's identification information to the Prescription 
Monitoring Program."

"For the purposes of patient care, the Prescription Monitoring 
Program shall make a notation on the person's prescription record 
stating that the person has a written certification under the Opioid 
Alternative Pilot Program and is a patient who is entitled to the lawful 
medical use of cannabis."



FTP file transfer 
to ILPMP

Credential Number and type

First Name

Last Name

Date of Birth

Prescriber Name, License # and ICSL #

ICD-10 DX Code (plus other with free text)

Effective Date

Expiration Date

Allowable dispensing limit

DPH to ILPMP Data transfer – Nightly





Patient 
Search



All Prescriptions



Medical Cannabis



Prescriber Data
(MyPMP)



Home Screen

By Default, this page displays total prescriptions within the last 12 months attributed to your DEA number(s)



Medical Cannabis Card

• Includes all patients from that prescriber from in the last 12 months who have an active medical cannabis card

• Only shows the availability to purchase medical cannabis but does not provide any information about the actual dispensing

• This might prompt you to discuss the risks vs benefits of utilizing medical cannabis with other controlled substances



Benefits to 
Medical 

Cannabis

Tax incentives

Higher dosing availability

Higher possession limits



Future
Research

&
Analysis

• Aggregate Opioid and Benzodiazepine 
dispensing data

• Opioid Overdose Data

• Correlation with Medical Cannabis 
registration

• Recreational Cannabis Legalization

Phase 
1

• Future opportunity for patient linkage

• Medical Cannabis dispensing

• Controlled Substance dispensing

• Recreational dispensing

• Overdose data

Phase 
2



Contact

Sarah Pointer, Pharm D. 
Clinical Director of the Prescription Monitoring Program 
Office Phone 1-217-558-9093 

Sarah.Pointer@illinois.gov 
 

 


